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For 35 years, the BUN has continued to grow and evolve as the representative body of
Buddhism in the Netherlands. From time to time, the Board is asked, “so what is it that you
do?”. With this overview, we would like to offer a clear impression of our activities during the
first half of 2026.

Beyond the regular administrative responsibilities — maintaining the membership database,
preparing members’ meetings, and engaging in consultations with various governmental
bodies — the Board is frequently invited to official events and actively nurtures its
relationship with member organizations. For the new chair, many of these occasions also
provided valuable opportunities to introduce himself and connect with the wider
community.

Overview of Activities — First Half of 2026

- New Year’s Reception — 12 January, Amsterdam

Each year, the King hosts a New Year’s reception at the Royal Palace on Dam Square, inviting
representatives of all faith traditions alongside ministers, politicians, and the King’s
Commissioners. Our chair attended on behalf of the BUN and conveyed warm wishes for a
happy and healthy new year to Their Majesties.

The informal atmosphere also provided an opportunity to meet various government officials
and representatives of other religious organizations.

- IVV Gathering — 19 January, Utrecht

On 23 January 1579, the Union of Utrecht was signed, establishing freedom of religion and
respect for all convictions as the foundation for peaceful coexistence.
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“In Vrijheid Verbonden” (IVV) is a coalition of people from diverse religious and philosophical
backgrounds who work together to strengthen democracy. Their mission is to highlight the
richness of religious and philosophical traditions in the Netherlands and to publicly express
appreciation for them. Through reflection and dialogue, they aim to deepen tolerance.

Monique Rietveld, head of Buddhist chaplaincy at the Ministry of Justice, represents the BUN
in the steering group. Our chair participated in this year’s gathering, which was first held in
2005.

- EBU Online Chairs’ Meeting — 29 January

The chairs of all European national Buddhist unions meet annually in person somewhere in
Europe and regularly online to discuss shared matters.

- Visit to Longquan Temple — 4 February, Utrecht

Board members Eric Leenderts and Mars Feishenyeh visited the Chinese Longquan Great
Compassion Monastery, partly to introduce the new chair. The visit followed valuable
suggestions from Venerable Xian Ao regarding visibility and the added value of the BUN.
Mars’s knowledge of Mandarin proved very helpful.

- EBU Online Meeting on SASCE — 10 February
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This webinar focused entirely on Safer and Stronger Communities in Europe (SASCE), a

European Commission—funded project aimed at improving the safety of places of worship
across Europe. SASCE also serves as a reporting point for incidents affecting religious
communities—incidents that often go unreported, leaving their true scale unclear.

Our chair attended the session, and the topic will be addressed in upcoming members’
meetings.



- Visit to Mahamevnawa Temple — 18 February, Nederhorst den Berg

Venerable Kurunegala Anandaghosa Thera generously offered to host the 25 April 2026
members’ meeting at the Sri Lankan Mahamevnawa Temple. This visit allowed for planning
the event and introducing the new chair.

- Visit to He Hua Temple — 15 April, Amsterdam

The well-known Taiwanese He Hua Temple on the Zeedijk—previously the venue for a BUN
members’ meeting—welcomed our chair and Mars Feishenyeh for an introductory meeting
with the newly appointed Abbott, Ven. Man Rang.

The conversation was lively and constructive, with Mars’s Mandarin language skills again
proving valuable. Several ideas were exchanged about strengthening social engagement and
collaboration.
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- BUN General Assembly — 25 April, Nederhorst den Berg
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The spring members’ meeting took place at the Sri Lankan Mahamevnawa Temple.
Anecdotally, the building previously housed a Viethamese temple, which has since moved to
Almere, where the November 2025 meeting was held.

A notable detail: the day before the meeting, former BUN chair André Kalden—now chair of
BVG—was appointed Knight of the Order of Orange-Nassau.

- NIRIC Online Meeting — 27 April
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NIRIC regularly hosts online interreligious gatherings featuring lectures by European scholars
and discussions on various topics. For more information see: https://niric-dialogue.eu/

The 27 April webinar on religion and politics remains available online: https://niric-
dialogue.eu/webinars-conferences-workshops-trainings/

- Dodenherdenking - 4 May, Amsterdam

On 4 May, as always, the representatives of the major religions were invited to the gathering
in the Nieuwe Kerk for the Remembrance Day ceremony. In the same row, the
representatives of the humanists (just out of view on the left), Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus,
and Jews were seated next to one another, creating a beautiful image for television.
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- Visit to the Sri Lankan Ambassador — 7 May, The Hague

At the request of Ambassador Rekha Gunasekera, our chair attended a meeting to explore
the possibility of a Buddhist delegation visiting Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan government
expressed willingness to facilitate access to normally restricted but religiously significant
sites.

Our chair agreed to raise the topic later that month at the EBU members’ meeting.
- EBU AGM — 8-9 May, Brussels

On 7-9 May, our chair represented the BUN at the annual gathering of European Buddhist
union chairs, the EBU general assembly, and a joint meeting with European Muslim
representatives, who hosted a lunch for attendees. A staff member from the President of the
European Parliament was also present.

Former BUN chair Michael Ritman, now treasurer of the EBU, continues to serve in that role.
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- Speech at Wat Phra Dhammakaya Temple — 17 May, Afferden

At the request of the Dhammakaya Temple, our chair spoke at the inauguration of a new
Buddha statue filled with relics. Hundreds of Buddhists from across Europe attended—a
vibrant mix of devotion and joy.

He was invited to speak about peace. This is a part of his speech:
Almost everyone wants peace, but why is it then so difficult to achieve? And what do we mean by peace?

Peace is not the absence of war or the victory over another. Peace in my view is to be connected, being
interested in each other and care for their wellbeing. It’s only when we understand that there is actually no
difference between ‘us’ and ‘them’ and that real peace comes from within, not from a force outside.

In a time where the country with the biggest army of the world renames his Ministry of Defence into
Department of War, we are going the wrong way. If politicians would make more effort towards working to
peace, finally there would be nothing and no one to defend against, let alone to make war about.

We all know the law of Karma in which actions have consequences. But the basis of those actions are our
intentions, our motivation for actions. The motivation is often found in an ideology, but if those ideologies are
seen as absolute there is no room left for partnership.

On the contrary, there is room for polarisation and identity politics, which lead to dehumanisation of groups,
fear and mistrust between communities and therefore a basis for war.

But we are not politicians, so what can we do ourselves to change this? We could start with inner disarmament
through wisdom and compassion. To set an example of how the world could be. Not easy, but every action
towards peace is worth trying, even the tiniest ones.

And we could speak out more, but not in a way that would enlarge the polarisation and anger, but with
compassion to all involved.
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- Visits to Jewel Heart (28 May, Nijmegen) and Kadam Chéling (30 May, Haarlem)
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Ling Rinpoche visited the Netherlands at the invitation of the Maitreya Institute, Jewel Heart,
and Kadam Choling. He gave a lecture in Nijmegen and led a retreat weekend in Haarlem.
These events offered excellent opportunities for our chair to reconnect with both

organizations.

- Visit to Soka Gakkai International (SGI) — 3 June, Amsterdam
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SGI kindly offered to host the 28 November 2026 members’ meeting in their spacious
temple, which can accommodate up to 450 visitors.

Our chair and Mars Feishenyeh visited to discuss practical arrangements and to deepen their

acquaintance with Nichiren Buddhism.



BUN.

“Ode to the Spiritual Caregiver” — 4 June, Huis ter Heide

At the Beukbergen Spiritual Care Training Centre, Tilburg University and the VGVZ organized
an event celebrating spiritual caregivers, hosted by Jérgen Raymann.

For the first time, a “Spiritual Caregiver of the Year” was selected. Buddhist spiritual
caregiver Jacco van de Velde was among the nominees.

The award went to Iris Springvloet-Heijnsdijk for her work supporting students and young
adults through her platform Soul Space. We warmly congratulate her.

- Visit to KRO-NCRV — 9 June, Hilversum

The annual meeting between KRO-NCRV leadership and the BUN
& focused on upcoming programming (Boeddhistische Blik) and
‘e hqeddhistisch collaboration. Government-mandated budget cuts of 10%—
Wi blik amounting to €100 million—will affect BB broadcasts. A first round

of cuts has already impacted staff; a second will affect support
functions. Discussions will continue..

- Meeting with Minister David van Weel — 11 June, The Hague

This annual meeting between the Minister of Justice & Security and major religious
communities addressed the safety of places of worship and the difficulties religious leaders
face in obtaining visas to visit the Netherlands—a concern raised by several members.

Our treasurer, Ben van Ham, represented the BUN. The meeting was constructive and will
likely have follow-up.

- Meeting with Stichting Inzichtsmeditatie (SIM) — 17 June, Zutphen

SIM also has a new chair, Wibo Koole. Our chair invited him for coffee in Zutphen to
exchange thoughts on leadership and explore ideas for collaboration.

- Upcoming Engagements

Before the summer break, our chair will participate in interreligious meetings of the Broad
Consultation on Religious Freedom (BOG) and the Dharma Advisory Council (DAR).

The Drents Museum in Assen has also requested a meeting. Curators are preparing an
exhibition on Angkor, opening on 16 October, and seek guidance on Buddhist perspectives.

A delightful coincidence: our chair visited the temples of Angkor extensively earlier this year.
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The BUN board members:
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e Chair: Eric Leenderts (voorzitter@boeddhisme.nl)

e Treasurer: Ben van Ham penningmeester@boeddhisme.nl)

e Secretaris Anya Wierma (secretariaat@boeddhisme.nl)

e Member: Bernadette Kester (communication)
e Member: Wasin Boonma (liaison Thai communities)
e Member: Mars Fei-Shen Yeh (liason Chinese communities)
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